Introduced by Council Member White: 

ORDINANCE 2019-244
AN ORDINANCE NAMING THE NEW backup EMERGENCY CALL CENTER located at 5845 aVIATION aVENUE, SOUTH OF NORMANDY BOULEVARD AND 103RD STREET, in jacksonville, florida 32225 opening in fall 2019, as the “patricia welte 911 center”; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Patricia Welte served as the 911 Coordinator for the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office (JSO) for the past 32 years and she is lovingly regarding by JSO and the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department as the “Mother of the 911 System” in Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, Patricia Louise Welte was born in 1954 to Harold and Ethel Welte in Bigfork, Minnesota, attended Bemidji State College, and graduated from Southwest State University in Marshall, Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS, Ms. Welte studied data processing and American Sign Language at the St. Paul, Minnesota Vocational-Technical Institute and belonged to such professional organizations as the Association of Public Safety Communications Officers - Dispatcher Training Committee and the National Emergency Number Association; and

 
WHEREAS, Ms. Welte held several communications positions in Minnesota from 1976-1986, including Radio Communications Dispatcher for the Lyon County Sheriff’s Department in Marshall, Minnesota, Information Resources Coordinator for the Metropolitan Organization for Displaced Women and Service Supervisor for Employers Overload both in St. Paul, Production Coordinator for K. F. Merrill Co. and 911 Systems Coordinator for the 911 Metropolitan Telephone Board also in St. Paul; and  

WHEREAS, in 1986, Ms. Welte relocated to Jacksonville to begin the City’s 911 system for the JSO and JFRD and held the position of Coordinator for 32 years before her passing on January 22, 2019; and


WHEREAS, throughout her career in Jacksonville, she was recognized as the go-to-person for 911 systems information technology throughout Florida and the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the City is currently constructing a new 911 backup emergency call center adjacent to the proposed Fire Station #73, which should be opened by fall 2019; and 
WHEREAS, the City has determined that Patricia Welte’s years of public service should be duly honored and commemorated by naming the newly constructed backup emergency call center located at 5845 Aviation Avenue, south of Normandy Boulevard and 103rd Street,  in her memory as the “Patricia Welte 911 Center”; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Naming the New Backup Emergency Call Center the “Patricia Welte 911 Center”. The City of Jacksonville hereby names the new backup emergency call center located at 5845 Aviation Avenue, Jacksonville, Florida 32225 as the “Patricia Welte 911 Center” in recognition of her contributions and service to the city of Jacksonville and outstanding career of public service to the citizens of Jacksonville.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Paige H. Johnston_
Office of General Counsel
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